Flights of Faney

Welcome to the first concert for 2011 from Serendipity: the choir, a concert that is strictly for the birds!
And since birds do it and bees do it, what better song to include than Cole Porter’s Let’s Do It? We are
sure this is a concert you will love!

The nightingale has traditionally provided much musical inspiration and today we present two songs
celebrating this greatest of songbirds. Mendelssohn’s Die Nachtigall is a piece of haunting beauty, whilst A
Nightingale Sang in Berkeley Square — in an arrangement made famous by Manhattan Transfer — will keep
that magic abroad in the air.

Folksong and birdsong seem to go hand in hand and this programme includes three contrasting examples.
From Newfoundland comes She’s Like the Swallow, a beautiful song which compares one’s love to other
beautiful things in nature. Also from Newfoundland but in a very different vein is The Old Carrion Crow
which, in its sea shanty-like form, reflects that island’s nautical heritage. Still in the Americas, but from
much further south, comes. Manchai Puito, the heart-wrenching tale of two sorrowful doves betrayed.

Birds come in all colours; today we concentrate on but two. In Yellow Bird, made famous by Harry
Belafonte, we learn the sad tale of a bird in a banana plantation deserted by his mate. Less colourful but
more famous for its song, Blackbird by the Beatles is here skilfully arranged so that the choir is both singer
and rhythmic accompaniment.

Whilst not having feathers, no flight of fancy would be complete without the composer William Byrd.
Today we include three pieces that neatly summarise Byrd’s compositional life. Ave Verum Corpus was
probably written for secret Catholic family masses; for the Anglican Chapel Royal of Queen Elizabeth |
Byrd composed Sing Joyfully, arguably one of his greatest works. Indeed it is music such as this that
undoubtedly saved his life and earned him Elizabeth’s favour. Completing this trio is This Sweet and Merry
Month of May, a madrigal that proves Byrd was as skilled a secular composer as he was sacred.

Also not having feathers, but still capable of flight and song is the cricket. In El Grillo by the 15" century
Flemish composer Josquin des Pres we learn about the cricket’s night song. And what better place to find
birds and crickets than In the Woods? This beautiful song, presented by the ladies of Serendipity: the
Choir, cleverly captures the ethereal stillness of an English wood in a sound-painting of stunning beauty.

Birdsong has often inspired composers to imitation and today we share two examples. Of All the Birds tells
the story of Philip the sparrow, though whether Philip is as pure as he appears is still open for debate.
Earliest of the programmed works is Janequin’s Le Chant des Oiseaux, in which the singers imitate a
myriad of cacophonous birdcalls in the piece’s central section — and French birds at that!

The freedom of birds in flight has often inspired humans to want to fly. In Wings, we muse on what it
would be like to soar like eagles and the freedom it brings while in Those Magnificent Men, our

Magnificent Men are frightfully keen to tell you about the miracles and joys of powered flight.

Finally, we present the tale of The Goose and the Swan. Beautifully set by Bob Chilcott of ‘The King’s
Singers’ fame, this story summarises for the choir the reason why we sing — listen and learn....
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